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Hearts & Roses Auction March 1st 2025
Have fun with "Luck of the Irish"

Be a part of the fun and enjoy
some luck at the upcoming Auction
on March 1st; the committee is
seeking your help in lining up table
sponsors and guests for our big
event. Will your employer be a
sponsor?
Once again, the Wine Wall and
Dessert Dash will be part of the
fun.
Please donate fun items for people

to bid on. Donation forms will be on the website for you
to download and use soon. As you

enjoy the holidays with
friends at restaurants
around the city, please ask
them for a donation to help
promote their restaurant.
All items must be received
by the beginning of
February to be processed
for the big night.
By popular demand, Ian
Lindsey is back as the
Auctioneer. Mark your
calendar for March 1st, and
bring your friends to
support the Foundation.
I'm looking forward to seeing you there,

Michelle Veentjer
2025 Auction Chair

Photos: 2024 Dessert Dash, Ian Lindsey. Bill Barry
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President's Message

It is my honor to once again serve as the
President of the Royal Rosarian
Foundation. As we begin a new fiscal year,
I want to thank the Board members who
have completed their three-year terms and
welcome those elected to serve for the
next three years.
Mike Ware, as an Executive officer of the
Royal Rosarians, held an automatic
position on our Board, but his presence and
influence were anything but automatic. We
appreciated his keen business sense and
experience from participating in other
organizations.
Bob Strader comfortably filled the position
of Treasurer for the past three years,

repeating another three-year run from a few years ago. We benefited from his
careful accounting and financial advice.
Connie Shipley brought much historical knowledge to our Board, dating back
to when her husband David was our Foundation President. Her dedication to
our field trip project and, more recently, the Milk Carton Boat Race is
impressive. She has also been our very capable Secretary.
Marti Penske became a huge advocate for the Community Transitional School
during her years on the Board and enhanced our involvement with the school
by contributing items herself and collecting from others. She has a truly giving
heart.
All these individuals did much more than I have mentioned here, and we owe
them a debt of gratitude for their service to the organization. The good news is
that they are going to continue to be involved. In the Foundation, we have
what I call “Helpers.” These are Rosarians who are not elected or appointed
members of the Board. They cannot vote, but they attend meetings regularly,
participate in discussions, and work hard on our committees. Their
contributions of time and talent are invaluable! In the future, Mike is a new
member of our Investment Committee; Connie will continue to publish this
newsletter, be a part of the Field Trip Program, and chair the Boat Race; Marti
will continue to develop our relationship with CTS and assist on other
committees, and we may be calling on Bob for his opinion as we restructure
our Endowment Fund.
Helpers are not limited to those who have retired from the Board. The
opportunity is open to any Rosarian who wants to participate in our excellent
work. Almost all elected Board members have had some history with the
Board in recent years. For example, Matt Clark has been attending Foundation
meetings since becoming a Rosarian and has helped us in many ways,
especially with his knowledge of computers. Mark Sleasman, our new
Treasurer, was Foundation Treasurer years ago and began attending our
meetings again last year. Don Thacker, newly appointed to our Board, served
three years when he was one of the Rosarian Executive Officers, and Kik
Nielsen attended meetings last year after she decided to run for Secretary of
State. Their prior participation enabled all of this year’s new Foundation Board
members to "hit the ground running.”



Continuing Board members include Scott Stuhl, who is our Secretary now and
active on several committees; Katherine Johnson, our continuing Vice
President and chair of the Field Trip Program and the Queens’ Garden Party;
Barb Brennan, Secretary of the Foundation in years past, is now in charge of
the Can and Bottle Drop, Fred Meyer Rewards and Clothes Closet fundraising
programs, as well as working with Matt on the redesign of the website; Nate
Aazzerah, new to the Board last year is currently on the Investment and
Fundraising committees; Linda White, in her third year on the Board, will be in
charge of decorating the Green Machine (or other vehicle for parade non-
marchers); Amy Arasmith and Ron Fisher will keep us informed about Rose
Festival events and activities with the Rosarian floats; and I will still be
involved with the CTS, Rose Garden Contest and Legacy Gifts.
We have experienced and worthy Board members and Helpers to serve your
best interests, and I look forward to another productive year. If you’d like to
learn more about our Foundation, we will welcome you at the next Foundation
meeting at 6:00 pm Wednesday, Jan. 22, at the DoubleTree. In the
meantime, please consider donating to the Royal Rosarian Foundation when
you are writing your end-of-the-year, tax-deductible charitable checks. I
promise we won’t waste your money!

Most sincerely,
Marilyn Schultz

Foundation President

QUEENS' GARDEN PARTY

This year’s event was one for the books,
With moments that wowed and countless looks.
From cheers in the crowd to speakers so bold,
Every story and session left tales to be told.

 
From the 1950 Rosaria Queen Dorothy,
Who had not attended the Party before,

To this year's newly crowned Queen Kobi,
There were Queens and Princesses galore.



But wait for next year—it’s going to be grand!
With fresh innovations and surprises planned,

There will be many new faces, themes, and much more.
Popular Rondo, Trio of Flutes, returns for an encore.

If you loved this year, you’ll love what’s in store!
  

Dame Katherine Johnson
2025 QGP Chairman

Photo: 2024 Queen Kobi Flowers and past Queens. Bill Barry

ROSE GARDEN CONTEST

The Rose Garden Awards Ceremony was held at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, June
18, in the Royal Rosarian Garden in Washington Park. Forty-five gardens
competed, a substantial increase over 2023. Royal Gardener Yushonna Wilson
passed out the stakes and vases (as Queen Kobi could not attend) and the
committee helped make a beautiful evening in the Royal Rosarian Garden for
this year’s winners at the Awards Ceremony.
The committee hopes to have 50-plus garden entrants this coming season.
Garden judging is on June 1, 2025, and the awards ceremony is on June 17th.
We welcome returning and brand-new volunteers to judge this year. Novice to
expert judges are welcome; each judging cluster will have a rose expert. A
short seminar at the beginning of our judging day over coffee and treats will
help us review the criteria to judge and kick off our fun day exploring these
beautiful gardens. This is an event you want to attend! Reach out to me for
more information.

Dame Kerri Burke
2025 Rose Garden Contest Chair

Photo: Winners of 2024 Rose Garden Contest. Bill Barry

MILK CARTON BOAT RACE



The 2024 Milk Carton was a well-attended boat race on June 24th, 2024, at
the Westmoreland Park casting pond. Bob's Boat and Mercheeta II tied for
First Place in the People's Choice contest. New this year was the Youth Activity
Area, where gutter boat races were available for kids under seven. The
Sellwood Community Center brought many different games and bubbles for
everyone to enjoy. Presenting sponsor Alpenrose provided chocolate milk and
coffee brew. The contributing sponsor, the Oregon State Marine Board,
brought a boat and participated in the boat parade at the end of the races.
Twenty-five boats competed in the races, and everyone had a wonderful time.

Dame Connie Shipley
2025 MCBR Chair

Photo: Bob's Boat and Mercheeta II teams enjoy victory photo with Alpenrose

representative, Rose Festival Queen Kobi Flowers and Lord High Chancellor Amy

Arasmith. Bill Barry

COMMUNITY TRANSITIONAL SCHOOL

The Community Transitional School hosted its
35th annual Thanksgiving Feast on the day
before the holiday as a “thank you” to its
volunteers and donors. Attending were five
members of the Royal Rosarian Foundation
Board of Directors: Marilyn Schultz, Katherine
Johnson, Barbara Brennan and Nate Aazzerah
were guests and Matt Clark worked as a server. 
Students at the school had prepared the
traditional meal, with roasted turkey, bread
stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy, cranberry
sauce, green beans, rolls and fruit salad, with
pumpkin pie with whipped cream for
dessert. Some of the children were unfamiliar
with the taste of stuffing, cranberry and
pumpkin, but after a taste test, they admitted



that the pie tasted “pretty good.”
Before the meal was served in a hallway
“cafeteria line,” guests crowded into one of the
classrooms to hear about two dozen students
from grades 3-8 read “poems” they had written
for a class assignment. (See below.)
The Royal Rosarian Foundation is proud to be a
financial contributor to this wonderful little
school, where about 100 homeless children
attend each day. In addition to receiving
educational instruction, meals and clothing, the
students learn practical skills and coping
mechanisms to help them survive the chaos in
their lives. Below are two poems shared at the
event:
Ana, grade 4
I am a girl who wants to compleat everyting. 
I wonder for me to have a good job in the
future.
I hear myself being mean sometimes being
kind.
I see myself being kind in the future.
I want to be polite to people every time.
I am a good girl that trys to succeed.

I pretend to be happy sometimes when I’m not.
I worry for family, pets, and me.
I cry when I’m lonely.
I am the youngest in my family.
I understand people when they don’t want to be with me.
I say I’m a good person. but in the inside I’m a bad person.
I dream about a good life in the future.
I hope for me to be smart and helpful.
I am a girl who wants to be worth it.
Oscar, grade 7
I am in the 12th autumn of my life.
My life has changed so much.
In 4th grade, I did not know how to read.
    Or really do much.
Now in 7th grade, I am a reader and
    I am able to finish my work.
After my dad died
   I was very sad.
   I was very mad.
   I was depressed.
   I didn’t want to do anything.
I came to CTS and things started to change.
   I could talk to people about my feelings without people laughing at me.
   I could do things. I was not sad, mad or depressed.
   I was happy.
I started to learn.
CTS has changed my life forever.
   When I have kids of my own,
   I am putting them here at CTS.
I will never forget how CTS changed my life.



Duchess Marilyn Schultz

Photo: Nov. 27th Thanksgiving dinner served to guests. Nate Aazzerah.

Field Trip Program

With another year since the pandemic passed, the school teachers and
students enjoyed a variety of field trips in the 2023-2024 school year, from
the perennially popular Oregon Zoo to musicals (She, Oregon Youth
Symphony, performances are at the Arlene Schnitzer Hall and Newmark
Theaters, Oregon's Children's Theater), and more unique experiences like the
PDX Bridges tour, Hoyt Arboretum, Willamette Sailing Club, Hermanas Bakery,
and PSU Engineering challenges. 9,307 children enjoyed field trips this year.
Checks are being prepared again to fund schools in the Portland Public
Schools, David Douglas School District, Hillsboro School District, and Reynolds
School District for field trips. Please contact me if you want to help distribute
the checks after the Holidays. Thank you to all who support this special
program!

Dame Katherine Johnson
2025 RRF Field Trip Program Chair

In photo: Witch Hazel Elementary School, Hillsboro School District, third graders

go to OMSI on a field trip! Witch Hazel Elementary School.

Foundation Website

If you haven’t visited the Royal Rosarian Foundation website lately, please
check out its new design and layout. We received input from a few Rosarians
who completed the survey we sent out in September. Working with a website
designer, we use that input to redefine the website. Hence, it is relevant for
people wanting to know about the Foundation and its activities, it is easy to
find information about our events, and it offers a safe and simple way to
donate to the Foundation.



There is still time to make your voice heard about the website. We need a few
volunteers to help us continue to improve the content and navigation. We
want to walk you through the pages in a virtual meeting to get your thoughts
and insights. We need at most 30-45 minutes of your time. Don't hesitate to
contact Matt Clark or Barbara Brennan to participate in this important work.

Barbara Brennan
2025 Website Committee Chair

Financial Report









Donations received May 1, 2024 - Oct 30, 2024



Clothes Closet

Your Royal Rosarian Foundation has a Clothes Closet to support our charitable
activities and keep our Rosarian gear out of the thrift stores. We take all pre-
owned Rosarian wear.
 
The Clothes Closet has white uniforms, including women’s long skirts, green
jackets, hats, shoes, and casual wear. The gently used white uniforms are
best for rainy parade days when you don’t want to get that new, crisp uniform
dirty or as a backup for out-of-town events. There are 242 items available in
the Clothes Closet right now.
 
Consider donating your unused items to the foundation, especially rain covers
for hats—you will get a tax write-off, and another member will get a pre-
owned Rosarian item at a reduced cost. To make an appointment, just call or
text me at 503-351-7708.

​Dame Barbara Brennan
2025 Clothes Closet Committee Chair

Consider Ongoing or Monthly Contributions

Another way to support your Royal Rosarian Foundation is to make a one-time
or monthly donation through your employer’s Charitable Giving Campaign.
Several Rosarians make monthly contributions, and their employers match
them in full or part. The Foundation website has a link now to make it easy to



donate: https://royalrosarianfoundation.org/donate/

Consider including the Royal Rosarian
Foundation in your Donation Planning

The Royal Rosarians have championed children’s causes, the City of Portland,
and the Portland Rose Festival for over a century. Nearly 20 years ago, the
Royal Rosarian Foundation created “The Order of the Chalice,” an endowment
fund whose purpose is to provide someday enough earnings to make the
Foundation’s other fundraising activities unnecessary. Members of the Chalice
are people who have signed statements of intent to contribute significant gifts
to the Foundation through their estate planning. Of course, we usually don’t
receive the funds until someone dies, creating a bitter-sweet situation, and
that has happened recently. 

At the Rosarian membership meeting on Nov. 5, I reported that the
Foundation received $187,075 from Wayne and Cathy Felder's trust, which
was a huge boost to our Chalice fund. Years ago, Wayne and Cathy had
notified us that they had named our Foundation as a recipient in their estate
planning, but we had no idea how large the gift would be. After all, the signed
promise was revokable and they had no way of knowing what medical, legal or
other expenses they might incur as they advanced in age. Sadly, Wayne
passed away in 2015, and Cathy died two years ago. They both loved the
Rosarians and were very active as long as they were able.

Some of Cathy’s favorite Rosarian activities were the Queens’ Garden Party
and seeing our members and float in the Grand Floral Parade. Wayne was
proud to march in the parade, and when he could no longer do so, he rode in
the old Yellowstone bus, the vehicle we had then for members who could no
longer march. I’m guessing that Cathy and Wayne considered continuing those
and other events when they made their estate plans. We are so grateful for
their foresight!

Current Chalice members present at the November meeting were Connie
Shipley, Scott Stuhl, Mike and Colleen Ware, Ed and Gayle Whitehurst and
myself, Marilyn Schultz. After the meeting was over I was delighted to be
approached by a new Rosarian, Carol Vogel Warner, who signed up to be a
Chalice member as well. Welcome, Carol!

If you are considering becoming a Chalice member, please contact a
Foundation Board member. Even with the Felders’ very generous gift, we are
not close to having enough money in the fund to start spending the earnings,
but with your help, someday we will.

Duchess Marilyn Schultz



2025 Legacy Gifts Committee Chair

 The Royal Rosarian Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 
(Tax ID # 93-1220495)

Community Rewards Programs

Easy and Free Ways to Support Your Foundation
Your Royal Rosarian Foundation is partnering with two organizations to raise

funds for the Foundation.

The BottleDrop program is an easy way to support your Royal Rosarian
Foundation. Last year, the Foundation received $700 from the bottles turned
in during 2024. Here is what you need to do:
1. Get a blue bag with a sticker from Barb Brennan
2. Fill the bag with redeemable bottles and cans
3. Tie the bag firmly
4. Drop off your bag at a Bottle Drop site https://bottledrop.com/locations 
a. To deposit the bags, scan the label’s QR code at the deposit site and put
the bag inside. Hint: Make sure the red ‘crosshair’ from the scanner
appears on the label’s QR code. You’ll hear a ‘click’ from the door when
the scanner has identified the label.
5. Contact me to get another Blue Bag!
 
Additionally, if you already have a BottleDrop Green Bag account, you can
donate any amount of your account balance to the Foundation.
1. Sign in to your individual BottleDrop account (online or app)
https://bottledrop.com
2. Search for and select Royal Rosarian Foundation, then click through to the
donation page
3. Enter your donation amount, then click ‘Donate Now.’

  

Sign up for the Fred Meyer Community Rewards program, and Fred Meyer
will take care of the rest. In third quarter 2024 the Foundation received
$67.36 through this program with 37 participating families. You need a Fred
Meyer Shopper’s Card and an online account.
1. Go to www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards, then follow the steps listed
there.
a. Select Royal Rosarian Foundation (Organization Number DX607)
2. If you have registered before, please check your account to ensure the
Royal Rosarian Foundation is still your selected organization. Every few
years, Fred Meyer will email you to confirm your selection. Fred Meyer
automatically removes your account from the program if you don't confirm
your selection.
3. If you have difficulty signing up or confirming the Royal Rosarian
Foundation, don't hesitate to contact me.

Dame Barbara Brennan
2025 Community Rewards Committee Chair

https://bottledrop.com/locations/
https://bottledrop.com/
http://www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards
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