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Electronic Newsletter of the Royal Rosarians

Greetings, Rosarians and Friends,
Thank you for reading the Royal Rosarian e-newsletter first published in 2005 by Duke Peter Glazer and
now published by Sir Knight Norb Murray (norbmur@comcast.net) with technical support by Sir Knight
Tom Marantette.

Message From The Prime Minister
Fellow Rosarians, spouses, and friends of
the Realm of Rosaria,
Our world has turned upside down and
our lives may never be the same as
COVID-19 sweeps across the globe. Our
small world of Rosaria and associated
programs, activities, and events, so long
in the planning, seem somewhat trivial
when compared to a pandemic and the
health and well-being of us all. These are
extraordinary times and we will get
through them with grace, good humor,
and our greatest collective wish – good
health! We are all in this together!
The Royal Rosarian leadership has been hard at work considering all the
implications and opportunities that this new reality offers. In spite of the
tremendous uncertainty of timelines and health projections, we are making
necessary decisions while navigating a fine line of optimism with a reasonable
prediction of the future. Our Council and the newly established Royal Rosarian
Coronavirus Advisory Team are on task to consider and address the spectrum
of questions, concerns, and opportunities. Please stay tuned for other
announcements and postings. We hope that everyone will rise to the call for
meeting the needs of our Rosarian Family and the Portland Community! I
welcome your ideas!
Let’s keep each other in our prayers and hopes for health and healing in our
community and across the world. May this prayer offer you some peace of
mind.

When we aren't sure, God, help us be calm;

when information comes from all sides, correct and not, help us to discern;
when fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety seems to be the order of the
day, slow us down, God;
help us to reach out with our hearts, when we can't touch with our hands;
help us to be socially connected, when we have to be socially distant;
help us to love as perfectly as we can, knowing that "perfect love casts out all
fear.”
(Excerpt from The United Church of Canada "A Prayer During Times of COVID-19.”)

Be well,
Kimberly Bown
Prime Minister

Cheer and Outreach
Staying Connected
The Coronavirus sweeping through the world
and our local area, has left us feeling
vulnerable and definitely isolated. We want
you to know you are not alone should you
need support in any area of concern. Our
Rosarian family is willing to help if you need
assistance.
Royal Chaplain Michael Mills has expanded
the Cheer and Outreach Committee in order
to increase connection among Rosarians and
to help meet needs of Rosarians and others
in our community. Currently the Cheer and Outreach Committee consists of;
Michael Mills, Korrie Hoeckendorf, Pam Baker, Shirley Deck, Dwight Terry,
Gayle Whitehurst and Tom Hoffman. If any Rosarians are available to assist
with tasks as they develop, please let Michael know (503-522-1269
or mpmills18@gmail.com).
We will be setting up virtual meetings among Rosarians, (Zoom and/or Google
Hangout) to keep us connected. Watch for details and register on Club Runner
in the coming days. If you know of others who do not have access to a
computer or smart phone let the committee know so they can contact by land
line.
You may have already seen "The Chaplain's Corner" from Royal Chaplain,
Michael Mills. It has information on how the committee can be of assistance, a
link to an archive of historic children's books, an exercise link and a bit of viral
humor.
Let us know your concerns or needs and we will help in any way we are able.
Contact the Cheer and Outreach Committee if you have a request, suggestion
or question. Protect yourself and stay healthy.

Calendar Changes

Postponements and cancellations have been
coming nearly too fast to keep up with.
Prime Minister Kimberly has sent out some
updated information. The Tuesday Report
will be your best source of changes on a
weekly basis. The Calendar below is up-to
date as of March 24.
The Portland Rose Festival, scheduled for
May 22 - June 7, has officially been
postponed. The festival is working with city
leaders to identify the appropriate timing for
rescheduling at a later date. The Rose
Festival is our biggest event where we
heavily are involved in the festival parades
and other great events.
The other festivals in the Northwest that we are partnered with are keeping a
watch on the situation. The earliest festival, The Wenatchee Apple Blossom
Festival held in early May has not made an announcement yet. The Spokane
Lilac Festival, a mid-May festival has cancelled some of their pre-festival
events but has not made a decision on the festival itself.

The Rose Festival has been postponed, however, the festival's Royal Court has
been selected by the participating high schools. Above Prime Minister Kimberly
is with St. Mary's Academy, newly selected princess, Grace Guentner. Reigning
Queen of Rosaria, Mya Brazile, a graduate of St. Mary's, was on hand to greet
the new court princess.

Foundation Benefit Auction
"Vision of Blooms" by Mike Ware
On behalf of the Auction Committee and Chairperson Larry Rodman, we would
like to thank everyone who attended and volunteered for the day and night of
this year’s Hearts and Roses Benefit Auction held on February 29 th at the
Hilton Doubletree.
While attendance was down from last year due to concerns about the
Coronavirus onset, the numbers were quite good and we expect to finish within
about $10,000 short of last year’s record event.
Some highlights of this year’s auction were the addition of a very lively Dessert
Dash and live plant sale, both of which were Dame Marti Penski’s idea. The
Dessert Dash brought in over $4,000 and the plants sold out during the first 45
minutes of the auction. Well done Marti, and special thanks for the ideas and
coordinating both events.
Once again Dame Cathy Gagnon
coordinated the dinner sign-ups
and, as always, they were a big
hit with the attendees. Thank

you, Cathy, for another job well
done.

Holly Fowler and Linda White
welcome attendees to bid on the
silent auction. Or were they
auditioning their tap routine for
the talent show?

The paddle raise this year was
highlighted by two donors each
donating $5000 to anchor an
event that brought in over
$36,000 to benefit at-risk
children in the Portland Metro
area.

All 100 tickets were sold for our Golden Ticket Raffle and the big winner was
new Rosarian Dame Linda White and Squire Del Granlund. They choose the
Ultimate Broadway Musical Package in New York City which includes airfare,
hotel stay, choice of Broadway musicals and a special opportunity to have
dinner with a cast member of the musical they choose. Congratulations, Linda!
Again, Thank You and we look forward to seeing you all attend this special
fund-raising event for your Royal Rosarian Foundation next year.
Mike Ware
Lord Chief Justice

2020 Traveling Float
A bottoms up makeover
The Royal Rosarian traveling
float has had a complete
makeover for 2020. Originally
scheduled to roll in 14 parades
this festival year it will probably
actually participate in far fewer
with changes to festival
schedules.
Thanks to the hard work of
many Rosarians, family, and
friends, we have moved all
operations to Mike and Colleen
Ware’s warehouse in Hillsboro. The float has a new chassis and engine after
the Chevy S10 pickup engine failed. O'ur thanks to Dame Roz Vancil and family
for their donation of a Ford F-150 that has become the undercarriage of the
float. It should serve the traveling float needs for years to come!
As a float design was considered, the current executive group agreed that the
design for 2020 would minimally last through 2022! Architect Ken Lundgren,
friend of Rosaria, led a team through a design charette to arrive at a
conceptual view of the float. His drawing and specs are the guide for the

construction phase of the project.
The most satisfying work is now
underway. With the extraordinary efforts and
leadership of Lord High Chamberlain John
Jackson and Lady Amy, a dedicated army has
taken on the float construction and the
creation of many roses for the
decorations. The float will also include an
actual Portland Benson Bubbler leased to us
by the Portland Water Bureau.
Even with these uncertain times, the traveling
float will be a creation that we can be proud
of! When it rolls in future parades, there will
be no doubt of our message – Portland is the
City of Roses, and the Royal Rosarians serve
as Portland’s Ambassadors of Goodwill!

A fully operational Benson Bubbler will be the float's highlight.

March Membership Meeting
It was Dukes' and Duchesses' night
at the March 5 Royal Rosarian
Membership Meeting. Twelve of our
esteemed Dukes and Duchesses were
on hand for the meeting. Duke Scott
Stuhl (1992) was the senior Duke
present and Royal Regent Don
Thacker the most junior. At the
request of the Prime Minister each
wrote a short poem in haiku or verse
(for the haiku challenged) describing
their year as Prime Minister. Some who could not be at the meeting sent them
in. Their offerings will be published over the next few issues of the Royal
Update.
The meeting included a discussion of the organization's past and future. Led
by a Council member, each table was asked to come up with three words that
describe the legacy of the Royal Rosarians and to offer suggestions for the
organization to stay relevant in the 2020s.
The following is a short summary of the results. The three points in each
category were the top three suggestions by the groups.
Three words that describe the legacy of the Royal Rosarians (from multiple
offerings):
1.Tradition (including our pageantry, royalty, and mystique)
2. Fellowship (friendship, parties)
3. Community (encompassing ambassadors, service, charitable, generosity,
devotion to the City and Rose Festival, civic duty)

Suggestions for the RR’s staying relevant in the 2020’s (in summary):
1. Stay true to our mission
2. Connect and extend our constituency – define our stakeholders & partners,
develop & nurture our relationships, expand our community outreach. Public
Affairs program.
3. Add a personal touch for our membership.

Rosarian Rotogravure
Barb Brennan, master rose maker for
the traveling float.

Who said being a Rosarian is no bed of
Roses? Amy Jackson with the output of the
float work party.

R
 oses for me! Thank you Stephen.

T
 he talented float engineers bringing the
float to life.

No, it's not a prop for a WW II era
scene, but the traveling float taking
shape for the parade season.

Our first parade of the season - the
Aleta Elementary School Parade.

Amy Arasmith and Ilse Kindler present
a check for the field trip program to the
principal of Lane Middle School on
behalf
of
the
Royal
Rosarian
Foundation.

I t was a great night for the Royal Rosarian
Foundation 2020 "Vision of Blooms" Hearts &
Roses Auction.

T
 here were big items to bid on.

A
 nd some dwarf sized items.

Elisa Bennett found something she
couldn't pass up.

M
 artha Penske shows one of the live
plants for sale.

A
 Dessert Dash was held for the first time.
There were many great looking desserts.

Martha Penske helps Don Thacker with
his choice.

C
 olleen Ware found one she liked.

W
 e have a winner.

Haiku
Offerings of the Dukes & Duchesses
Duke Worth Caldwell - 1983
Rosarians are the greatest… I should know
42 years of memories
100 white suits to ’83 RoseBowl
Duke Antonio Pasion - 1990
In White Suits, White Hats
Parades, parties, home, away
Time marches so fast
Duke Scott Stuhl - 1992
Out with the unhealthy smoke
In with the fresh air
Now we can smell the roses

A Little Virol Humor

New Public Benches in the age of "social distance"

S
 ister Felicity Immaculata, Mother
Superior of the Eternal Indifference;
sends you blessings from quarantine.

A
 ny Rosarian lay claim to this?

Announcements
For the good of the organization
Coronavirus Advisory Team Created

To assist in managing the pandemic’s affects in the Realm of Rosaria, Prime
Minister Kimberly has created the Royal Rosarian Coronavirus Advisory Team
(RRCAT). Members include: The Executive Team, the Executive Secretaries,
Chancellor of the Exchequer John Danielson, Dukes Dick Clifton and Bob
Strader, and Duchess Gayle Whitehurst.
The RRCAT’s role is to assist the Prime Minister in navigating the big picture of
our needs and potential actions during this crisis.
·
The RRCAT is not in place of the Prime Minister or Council.
·
The RRCAT is advisory and will offer support to Prime Minister, the
Council, and Royal Rosarian membership.
The RRCAT’s focus areas include:
A. Rose Festival and other scheduled programs, events, and activities.
B. Financials – our expenditures and obligations and making reimbursements
and refunds as appropriate
C. Communications – within the Rosarians and with our partners and
stakeholders.
D. Cheer & Outreach – in serving our Rosarian Family and Community. The
existing C&O committee has been expanded to include Korrie Hoeckendorf,
Dwight Terry and Gayle Whitehurst.
E. Royal Rosarian operations and Edict Review. The Executive Secretaries
will be assessing operations as directed by the Edict and make
recommendations for doing things differently as necessary and possible.

Royal Rosarian Foundation Clothes Closet

Do you have uniform items that you no longer need or fit the way they used to
and you wish to get rid of them? Or do you need or want an extra uniform or
are missing an item of the Rosarian uniform? The Royal Rosarian Foundation
operates the Clothes Closet for just those needs. Contact Dame Kathie Bagley

if you are looking for uniform items or wish to donate Rosarian uniform items.
The Closet also takes non-uniform items. Kathie can be contacted at
kathie@kathiebagley.com or 503-544-4448.

Calendar
Rosarian Membership Meetings - The membership
meetings for the 2019-2020 Rosarian year will be
on June 11 (Elections). Meetings are be at the
DoubleTree Lloyd Center. The April and May
meetings have been cancelled.
Rosarian Council Meetings - Council Meetings for
the 2019-20 Rosarian year will be held on April 13,
May 18, July 20, August 17, and September 21 at the DoubleTree Lloyd
Center Hotel. Council meetings start at 7:00 p.m. The April and May meetings
will be by video or conference call.
Rosarian Foundation Meetings - The meetings for 2019-20 will be held at
6:00 p.m. on April 29, May 27, July 22, August 26 and September 23 at the
Lloyd Center DoubleTree.

Dragon Boat Eye Dotting - Riverplace Marina Hotel, Portland (Postponed: TBA)
Blessing of the Festival - All Saints Parish Church, Portland (Cancelled rescheduled to May 10)
82nd Avenue of the Roses Parade - Portland (Cancelled)
Rip City Race for the Roses - April 26, Portland
Cinco de Mayo Naturalization Ceremony - May 1, Portland
Apple Blossom Festival - May 1-3, Wenatchee, WA
St. John's Parade - May 9, St. Johns
Lilac Festival - May 15-17, Spokane, WA
Rose Festival Opening Ceremony - Portland (postponed - August)
Hyack Festival - May 22-24, New Westminster, B.C.
Powell Valley Rose Plantings - May 30, The Village Retirement Center,
Gresham
Starlight Parade - Portland (postponed - TBD)
Hosting by Starlight - Portland (postponed - TBD)
New Member Reception - July 7 (new date), Doubletree Lloyd Center, Portland
New Member Knighting Ceremony & Banquet - July 11(new date), Doubletree

Lloyd Center, Portland

*Fiesta San Antonio - November 7-15(new dates), San Antonio. Texas
Detailed information for each event can be
found online in the calendar section of the

Click here to visit the Royal Rosarian

Royal Rosarian website.

website

Jim Nielson's Truisms
"Courage is resistance to fear,
mastery of fear — not absence of
fear."
– Mark Twain
(The late Jim Nielson, Prime Minister in 1979, was famous for his "truisms" which he happily
shared in each issue of the Royal Update from its launch in 2005 until his death in 2011. Jim was
knighted under the rose Sutter's Gold, pictured. Truisms now are either from Jim's archives or are
quotations Duke Pete Glazer thinks Jim would like. If you'd like to suggest a quotation please
email it to Peter.)

Royal Rosarians

P.O. Box 6915, Portland, OR 97228-6915
Phone: (503) 570-2767

Contact
Us




