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DAME MARTI PENSKE

I was knighted in 2016
under the rose "Good as
Gold." I have been on the
Auction committee each
year since, providing
several baskets for the
Silent Auction and
decorations for the
Auction. In 2020, I created
a Dessert Dash and a Plant
Sale for the Auction. Both
activities were very
successful. I will do these

again for future auctions if the committee approves them.

In addition, I have provided floral arrangements for many
other events, including Prime Ministers' Balls, Hospitality
Week, Grand Floral Balls, and the recent Blessing of the
Festival.

I have served on the Foundation Board for the past two
years. While serving on the Board, I have been the
liaison with the Community Transitional School and have
ensured that donations, most importantly, books and
school supplies, are given to them regularly.

I want to continue serving on the Foundation Board.

Dame Martha Penske

DAME CHERYL PROCHASKA

Our Rosarian Foundation is
important for many

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=1076ff7e-4c22-4552-9fde-ef3355e52ff9


reasons. We improve the
quality of life for our
community, encourage
civic responsibility, and
foster belonging. I strive to
bring these values to all I
do.

Prior to Rosarians, I
volunteered with many
organizations at the
executive level, including
Beaverton Citizen Advisory

Board, Cedar Park Site Council, Royal Woodlands NAC,
Washington County Master Gardeners, Bethel Lutheran
Church Drop-In Center Board, and more. Each role
enabled me to experience different segments of society.
I’ve learned to listen, review, and take action.

Professionally, I worked in technology, inspiring sales
and marketing teams to learn and grow as individuals
and for the industry.

As a Rosarian, knighted under the rose Centifolia Cristata
in 2022, I’ve enjoyed participating in many committees
and events. For the Foundation specifically, we’ve had
two successful Fundraisers at Wilf’s.

I look forward to learning more about the Foundation's
workings as a member of the Board.

Dame Cheryl Prochaska

 
President's Message

“True philanthropy need not come from
grand gestures, but from the quiet
persistence of showing up every day with
an open heart. Like a river that shapes a
valley, our actions - small and seemingly
insignificant - can carve deep paths
through the lives of others.”

Rosarians who work as Officers, Directors
and Helpers for your Royal Rosarian
Foundation show up at every meeting and
address every task with an open heart.
They discuss issues thoughtfully and with
respect for others’ viewpoints, while being
good stewards of your money.



I am so grateful for their dedication and good work. By comparison to most
other foundations, we are small potatoes. We are not building stadiums or
funding breakthrough medical cures or sending someone to Mars. We don’t
have the financial strength to make “grand gestures.” But in the thirty years
of our organization’s existence, by “quiet persistence,” we are making a
positive difference in our community.

Consider, for example, our unique Field Trip Program. In 2009, we sent
$7,500 to ten Portland schools. This year we sent checks totaling $35,000 to
forty-one elementary schools in four Portland-area school districts, extending
off-site educational opportunities for approximately 12,000 young students.
Also this year we’ve taken several important steps to maximize our future
funding. We established an endowment fund, thanks especially to a significant
donation from the Wayne and Cathy Felder estate, and we opened an interest-
bearing savings account so our operating money would receive a better rate.
We are continually looking for ways to stretch the donations we receive.
Everything we do is because of you. Thank you for believing in us! Thank you
for YOUR open heart!

With gratitude,
Duchess Marilyn Schultz

Foundation President

Foundation Helpers

“How can I help?” may be one of the most appreciated questions in the
English language.

The Rosarian Foundation relies heavily on its “Helpers” to get work
done. “Helpers” are those Rosarians who regularly attend Foundation
meetings, participate in discussions, and work on all tasks. They do some of
the same jobs the Directors do, except voting or holding a Foundation
position.

Helpers come to the Foundation board primarily in two ways. Most of them
come as new or almost new Rosarians. They have giving hearts, believe in our
charitable work, and want to get involved. It’s an easy way to work on
meaningful tasks with similarly-minded people in a relatively small setting,
joining the more than a dozen or so Rosarians who regularly attend
Foundation meetings. Examples of helpers from the past ten years include
“worker bees” John Jackson, Mike Ware, Marti Penske, Jeff McRichie, Katherine
Johnson, Connie Shipley, Linda White, Nate Aazzerah and Matt Clark, among
others.

Over the years, other helpers, who were previously involved as Directors,
returned after an absence to assist the Foundation board. Some include Scott
Stuhl, Bob Strader, Barb Brennan, and Mark Sleasman. We always welcome
them back, whether they were term-limited or simply stepped away to pursue
other interests. Their experience is invaluable. This year, we relied heavily on
helpers Connie Shipley to chair the Milk Carton Boat Races, Marti Penske to
continue as our representative to the Community Transitional School, and
Mike Ware to serve on our investment committee. 



Historically, the Rosarian with the most years of experience on the RRF board
is Duke Scott Stuhl, who has served as a director for at least fourteen years,
in addition to the gap years he spent as a helper. When he retires from the
Board at the end of this year, we hope he will again become a helper.

Our helpers create a strong bench from which we can choose replacements to
fill unexpected vacancies or nominees for the next election. Helpers are
familiar with our projects and our methods of operation, and they can
seamlessly fill positions that become available. We thank them all!

Whether it’s the fresh ideas, energy, and enthusiasm of newer members or
the pragmatic application of experience from our long-time Rosarians, all our
helpers, combined with our Directors, make our Foundation a strong and
productive organization. 

Duchess Marilyn Schultz
Foundation President

The Auction was a Success

The 2025 Luck of the Irish
Foundation Auction was a
success.

Held on March 1st at the
DoubleTree Ballroom, we may
have had a lower-than-usual
attendance this year, but
everyone was generous in the
bidding as Marilyn requested in
her remarks. A new auction item,

"Pass the Purse", was introduced as the last Oral Auction item and brought in
$1400.00. The Foundation Board thanks the auction committee for your great
efforts in putting on the event. Again, thank you to the attendees for your
generous support.

Dr. Lional Clegg, principal of Woodlawn School, one of the schools that
receives the Field Trip Program, gave an inspirational speech for the Paddle
Raise.

Dame Connie Shipley
Editor

Bidders got to raise their bid numbers as practice before the Oral Auction began.

ROSE GARDEN CONTEST

As a newly knighted member in
2024, I was eager to engage



more with my fellow Rosarians
beyond our regular meetings.
My interest was piqued when I
came across Marilyn's
information table, which was
seeking judges for the
Foundation’s Rose Garden
Contest. Despite being a novice
rose grower, I took the plunge
and signed up to judge.

On the day of the contest, after
a group training session on

evaluating the gardens, I was teamed up with three other judges, one of
whom was a rose expert. The experience was enlightening and quickly became
one of my highlights of 2024. Shortly after judging, I made my way to the
nursery for more roses—dreaming of entering the contest someday!

This contest, a cherished Portland tradition since 1938, stirs a sense of
community spirit as gardeners eagerly prep their gardens to showcase their
beautiful blooms.

I'm honored to be this year's chairperson and invite you to attend the awards
ceremony along with our fantastic committee and Royal Gardener Walt
Lundberg. It will be held at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, June 17th, in the Royal
Rosarian Garden in Washington Park. Let's come together to applaud our
winners in true Rosarian style. This free community event is open to everyone,
and we anticipate the newly crowned queen will be there to present the
awards.

This year, we're dedicating the contest to the memory of Lady Bettie Maring,
a judge for many years. She had a thriving garden and provided cookies for
award night's refreshments. In 2021, she won one of the Division 12 awards
for Visibility.

Dame Kerri Burke
2025 Rose Garden Contest Chair

Photo: Kerri Burke and Walt Lundberg are interviewed on KATU's Hello Rose City with

host Lacey Evans on May 6th about the Rose Garden contest.

QUEENS' GARDEN PARTY

The Queens' Garden Party will be held on June
6th at the Double Tree Hotel, following the
Honorary Knighting and crowning of the 2025
Rose Festival Queen. This year, the 1975 Court
will be honored at the luncheon and riding on
the Royal Rosarian float in the Grand Floral
Parade the next day. We hope you have
registered for this special event. We have

already received a reservation from 1973 Queen Anne Du Fresne. The oldest
royalty to register so far is the 1948 Roosevelt Princess Marion Weber. Seven



members of her family are celebrating with her.
Dame Katherine Johnson

2025 QGP Chairman

Picture: Queen Kiara Johnson Anctil joined the gathering with her husband and new baby

at the 2024 luncheon.

MILK CARTON BOAT RACE

The 2025 Milk Carton Boat Race will
be held June 22th, 2025, at the
Westmoreland Park casting pond.
The racers can get on the pond and
test their craft through popular
demand from the participants before
the races start.

We are anticipating a good number
of boats in the Race this year and

look forward to see their creative designs. There will be three places awarded
for the People's Choice Award and two new prizes have been added, through
the involvement of the Rose Festival Foundation and the Rose Society judging
on their own criteria. If you want to participate as a volunteer or just come
with your family and enjoy the afternoon at a fun event, we look forward to
seeing you there!

Dame Connie Shipley
2025 MCBR Chair

Photo: The Dairy Air in the 2024 Race parade after the racing was completed. The team is

in the midst of rebuilding to possibly add a third rider in 2025.

FIELD TRIP PROGRAM

Forty-one checks, amounting to
over $33,000.00, potentially
affecting 12,000 students, were
distributed to schools in the
Portland, Hillsboro, Reynolds, and
David Douglas School Districts. We
are starting to receive information
on field trips that have and will take
place before the school year ends.
The schools are overwhelmed at our
generosity.

We have heard thank you's called to the Rosarians in recent parades, thanking
us for giving money to their schools.

Dame Katherine Johnson
2025 Field Trip Chairman



Photo: Dame Holly Fowler with Witch Hazel Elementary School students in Hillsboro

School District when she delivered their Field Trip check.

COMMUNITY TRANSITIONAL SCHOOL

The Foundation received two letters of appreciation from Cheryl Bickle, the
Principal/Lead Teacher at Community Transitional School. She shared that
“the school has added an after-school leadership program for its middle
schoolers and held its first meeting on April 4th. Some of the group’s
responsibilities will include popping popcorn on Fridays, distributing it to
customers at recess, cleaning the popcorn machine, counting the proceeds,
and creating new posters to track the profit. The money raised is donated to
Smile Train and to help build wells in West Ghana. Members will also be
responsible for giving tours to visitors and tell them about CTS from a
student’s perspective – always interesting.”

She also shared two haikus two students wrote about friendship:

Friends can make me shine
My dark rain cloud goes away.

Making me joyful. K Jann, 4th grade

A friend is the wool
Woven into a sweater

Keeping the cold out. Keenai, 5th grade

And a simile on the topic of Friendship:

A strong wind is like the bond between two friends.
A weak wind is like a broken friendship. - Arianna

Dame Connie Shipley



Editor

Students and teachers of the Community Transitional School share their Thank You

message in front of the school. Google photo.

Foundation Investment Committee

The Foundation Investment Committee is composed of Royal Rosarians who
have met regularly with a representative of Peregrine Asset Advisors, our
professional financial company, since 2013 and report quarterly to our
Foundation Board with updates and recommendations as needed.

Peregrine continues to manage the Foundation’s assets under its care in
accordance with the objectives and guidelines outlined in a policy developed
by the Foundation Board. Typically, our asset earnings exceed expectations.

Gordon Walker has served as Chairman of the committee for many years, and
he and Virgil Caramella were charter members in 2010. Current committee
members also include Nate Aazzerah, Matt Clark, and Mike Ware. As
Foundation Vice President, Katherine Johnson is the official liaison from the
Investment Committee to the Foundation Board.

We thank all members of this important committee for their stewardship of our
funds, and especially Gordon and Virgil for their long years of service.

Duchess Marilyn Schultz
Foundation Chair

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

As is customary, the Foundation Board's Investment Committee met last
month to review the results of the First Quarter of 2025. The results of the
aforementioned meeting were provided to the Foundation Board at their
meeting of April 23rd.

Before this meeting, the Foundation Board received copies of the quarterly
reports. Although we experienced a loss in our investment portfolio of over
$2,900 or 1.6%, it was a surprise given the small amount, given the less-
than-stellar performance and fluctuations of the market during the First
Quarter. In what might be viewed as a positive, our Investment Advisor, Dan
Botti, stated that we fared far better than many of his clients.

We also discussed the individual investments in our portfolio and determined
that no investment changes were needed at this time. In addition, the Asset
Allocation Guidelines, as set forth in our Investment Policy Statement, were
reviewed and found to be in compliance. The Foundation Board approved the
report.

Sir Knight Gordon Walker
Investment Committee Chair



Financial Report





Donations received Nov 1, 2024 - April 30, 2025



Clothes Closet

Your Royal Rosarian Foundation has a Clothes Closet to support our charitable
activities and keep our Rosarian gear out of the thrift stores. We take all pre-
owned Rosarian wear.
 
The Clothes Closet has white uniforms, including women’s long skirts, green
jackets, hats, shoes, and casual wear. The gently used white uniforms are
best for rainy parade days when you don’t want to get that new, crisp uniform
dirty or as a backup for out-of-town events. There are over 200 items
available in the Clothes Closet right now.
 



Consider donating your unused items to the foundation, especially rain covers
for hats—you will get a tax write-off, and another member will get a pre-
owned Rosarian item at a reduced cost. To make an appointment, just call or
text me at 503-351-7708.

​Dame Barbara Brennan
2025 Clothes Closet Committee Chair

Consider Ongoing or Monthly Contributions

Another way to support your Royal Rosarian Foundation is to make a one-time
or monthly donation through your employer’s Charitable Giving Campaign.
Several Rosarians make monthly contributions, and their employers match
them in full or part. The Foundation website has a link now to make it easy to
donate: https://royalrosarianfoundation.org/donate/

Include the Royal Rosarian Foundation in your
Estate Planning

It’s been a busy year for the Order of the Chalice, the Foundation’s legacy gift
program. When we were notified last Fall that we would be the recipients of a
generous distribution from the Wayne and Cathy Felder estate, we had no
endowment policy or account in place to receive it. That work has now been
done, thanks to Mark Sleasman, Foundation Treasurer, and David Avison, an
attorney recommended by Peter Glazer.

A few weeks ago, we were surprised and pleased to learn that we would be
receiving a gift from the estate of Bettie Maring, the recently deceased widow
of former Rosarian Peter Maring. It is heartwarming to know that Royal
Rosarians had a special influence on their lives and have invested in the future
of our organization.

More good news! We have added two new members to the Order of the
Chalice - Carol Warner and Holly Fowler. They join Gayle and Ed Whitehurst,
Scott Stuhl, Mike and Colleen Ware, Connie Shipley and Marilyn Schultz. 

If you would like to ensure the continuation of our foundation's philanthropic
work, please consider us when doing your own estate planning. You can talk
to any Foundation Board member for more information.

Duchess Marilyn Schultz
2025 Legacy Gifts Committee Chair

 The Royal Rosarian Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 



(Tax ID # 93-1220495)

Community Rewards Programs

Easy and Free Ways to Support Your Foundation
Your Royal Rosarian Foundation is partnering with two organizations to raise

funds for the Foundation.

The BottleDrop program is an easy way to support your Royal Rosarian
Foundation. So far this fiscal year, the Foundation received $850 from the
bottles turned in from October 1 through May 26. $450 was just deposited in
May so it is not reflected on the list of donations above.
Here is what you need to do:
1. Get a blue bag with a sticker from Barb Brennan
2. Fill the bag with redeemable bottles and cans
3. Tie the bag firmly
4. Drop off your bag at a Bottle Drop site https://bottledrop.com/locations 
a. To deposit the bags, scan the label’s QR code at the deposit site and put
the bag inside. Hint: Make sure the red ‘crosshair’ from the scanner
appears on the label’s QR code. You’ll hear a ‘click’ from the door when
the scanner has identified the label.
5. Contact me to get another Blue Bag!
 
Additionally, if you already have a BottleDrop Green Bag account, you can
donate any amount of your account balance to the Foundation.
1. Sign in to your individual BottleDrop account (online or app)
https://bottledrop.com
2. Search for and select Royal Rosarian Foundation, then click through to the
donation page
3. Enter your donation amount, then click ‘Donate Now.’

  

Sign up for the Fred Meyer Community Rewards program, and Fred Meyer
will take care of the rest. In first quarter 2025 the Foundation received $81.34
through this program with 40 participating families. You need a Fred Meyer
Shopper’s Card and an online account.
1. Go to www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards, then follow the steps listed
there.
a. Select Royal Rosarian Foundation (Organization Number DX607)
2. If you have registered before, please check your account to ensure the
Royal Rosarian Foundation is still your selected organization. Every few
years, Fred Meyer will email you to confirm your selection. Fred Meyer
automatically removes your account from the program if you don't confirm
your selection.
3. If you have difficulty signing up or confirming the Royal Rosarian
Foundation, don't hesitate to contact me.

Dame Barbara Brennan
2025 Community Rewards Committee Chair

Royal Rosarian Foundation

https://bottledrop.com/locations/
https://bottledrop.com/
http://www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards
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