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  Poinsettia Sales

The Royal Rosarian 
Foundation Review

October 2019

Around fifteen or sixteen years ago, Paul Casebeer was working on a committee 
with Clackamas County Parks & Recreation when he found out that one of the 
other committee members was selling poinsettias for a charity. Paul helped her 
with the sale and wondered if the Rosarians would be interested in being 
involved. At the beginning, the poinsettias were delivered to Jane Anders’ home. 
The crew put plastic sheeting around her carport to keep the weather out. And 
couples would take the flowers out on deliveries. Surprisingly, the first year was 
extremely successful and a tradition was started. With his telephone company 
yellow page sales experience, Paul has maintained very loyal customers 
including Unitus Credit Union from the first year, and Umpqua Bank from the 
second year. Now the poinsettias are delivered to Phil Guzie’s Precision Images 
warehouse and the poinsettias are taken to customers from there. The funds 
raised through the sale of the poinsettias support the foundation’s projects to 
help at-risk children. 

Thank you to Paul Casebeer for starting this 
great project and spearheading it all these 
years! The excitement begins with the 
unloading of hundreds of beautiful plants at 
Phil Guzie’s office and extends all the way 
until the end of the process. The key word 
here is “fun”. All through the process Royal 
Rosarians work diligently with open hearts 
in this effort and each of our treasured 
volunteers end the day tired, happy and 
gratified in knowing that their efforts have 
been appreciated and rewarded many times 
over with smiling faces and gracious 
hearts...there is no other event that can 
deliver this kind of joy!!! 

           Rodney Mazour

The year I was Prime Minister, the committee had 
the great idea to encourage members to buy 
poinsettias for the first responders in the Portland 
area. First responders at fire stations, police 
stations, ambulance companies were thrilled to 
receive a beautiful surprise plant right after 
Thanksgiving. It would be great if members can 
help make it happen again this year! 
Adam Baker
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Thank you for giving me the opportunity to lead the Royal Rosarian Foundation 
for a second year. I am proud of what the Foundation has accomplished, but 
there is still much work to be done.
Lately, we have emphasized the financial support we have given to Portland-
area at- risk children to enhance their education and expand their worlds. We 
are hopeful that this effort is a down payment on young people who will be 
creative and productive contributors to our community in the future. These 
charitable programs consume about half of our Foundation’s annual budget. 
(See other articles in this newsletter.)
The other half of our budget is spent to support the Rose Festival Foundation. 
We pay for the Rosarians’ Grand Floral Parade float, which is enjoyed by 
thousands of parade viewers each June. We also finance the traveling float, 

which is taken to many parades throughout the Pacific Northwest to publicize the Rose Festival and create 
goodwill for the City of Portland. Also, we provide a grant to the Rose Festival to pay for transportation and 
meals for the princesses during their many weeks of appearances.
Our Grand Floral Parade float is expensive, costing our Foundation about $30,000 each year. “Why don’t we 
enter a mini-float?” some Rosarians have asked. The answer to that question is enshrined in the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Rose Festival and the Royal Rosarians. When the original 
MOU was created in 2005, the parties agreed that one of the Rosarians’ major obligations would be to 
provide a float in the Grand Floral Parade. (There were no mini-floats at that time.) The MOU has been 
renewed since its inception, with some amendments, but the clause about the Grand Floral Parade float 
remains essentially unchanged. As expenses have risen and the total number of large floats in the parade 
has diminished, our entry has become even more important to the Rose Festival Foundation.
For a number of years, the Rose Festival has had an “approved” float-builder, which we have always used. 
We submit a theme and concept, and the company builds and decorates the product. This “approved” 
company created our entry in the 2019 parade, which was a disappointment to many Rosarians.
PM Kimberly appointed a committee that is currently considering alternatives to using the recommended float 
builder for our 2020 entry. Regardless of the committee’s decision, our Foundation will continue to financially 
support the Royal Rosarians’ Grand Floral Parade entry, but we want to always be frugal with your money 
and “get the most bang for your bucks.”
We greatly appreciate the donations you make to our Foundation! Without your generosity, we would not be 
able to accomplish the many good things we do.

With sincerest gratitude,
Marilyn Schultz
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The following is part of a letter we received from the Principal and Lead Teacher at the Community 
Transitional School, a private school for homeless children, one of our Foundation’s charities:

August 22, 2019

Dear Royal Rosarian Foundation:
Bringing out the best in each student that we are teaching is our purpose. If their best is drawn out, then each 
student will have a better chance of finding her/his ways to better lives. Each day I strive toward my long-term 
goal of bringing out the best in each student, because I know that it won’t happen overnight or just because I 
want it to. It will happen if the students come to realize, as I have, that becoming educated is paramount to 
changing the possibilities they will have as adults.
Coupling knowledge with character traits can help our students have a smoother and less bumpy walk on the 
road of life. This past year, as we have in the previous 28 school years, we have introduced a character trait 
at each Monday morning school-wide meeting. Some of the character traits we introduced were grit, 
perseverance, self-control, gratitude, proactive, purpose and curiosity. In addition, in my class of 3rd – 5th 
graders, I focused on kindness, commitment and responsibility.
This past year there were many challenges – there always are. I would say there were more successes than 
failures, much more learning than merely treading water. We taught a total of 206 students. Our average daily 
enrollment was 86, average length of stay was 17 weeks and our students’ attendance average was 90%. In 
the first 6 weeks of school, 17 students lived with their families in cars.
Statistics tell you many things. But one thing they don’t tell you is the comfortable family feeling of CTS. It is a 
school where every teacher and student knows every student and teacher. Each staff member works as part 
of a team focused on each student working toward realizing her/his potential.
School will begin soon. Our 30th year. We would not be where we are today without your faith in us and your 
moral and financial support.

Sincerely,
Cheryl M. Bickle
Principal and Lead Teacher
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It was an opportunity for me to get close to the kids we are serving and 
see how we are making a difference for some kids. I remember when I 
was a kid. I know that giving them the opportunity to go on a field trip 
gives them great joy, which gives me great joy. There are so many kids 
whose families can’t afford to do this stuff that I’m so glad that we are 
doing it.
Katherine Johnson

I love giving out the checks. The school faculty love getting 
our calls to deliver checks! Handing out Foundation checks 
to our schools is so rewarding! These pictures tell it all. Kids 
with smiles, principals (I’m wearing my hat), whole 
assemblies, including parents that are so thankful for our 
contribution. We’re making a difference and giving our kids 
opportunities to participate and learn.
Sue Simpson

I t ’ s t h e m o s t r e w a r d i n g  f e e l i n g t o 
know you’re doing something to give back to the community 
and to help some child experience   things that   he could  
not  without  our help.
Antonio Harris

I got to deliver a check to Marysville Elementary School in SE Portland and the 
principal Lana Penley. I love distributing the checks to the schools and the visit 
to Marysville was especially fun as each teacher who had benefitted from a 
check the prior year took a moment to share what they used the money for. The 
kids had field trips they would not be able to experience without the checks; they 
had learning experiences that opened their eyes in 
new ways.  All events that could not have 
happened without the donation.
Kik Nielsen
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Royal Rosarian Foundation Auction

   Save The Date!

Royal Rosarian Foundation 
  Hearts and Roses Auction 
  Saturday, February 29, 2020 
  Hilton Doubletree Hotel 

The Royal Rosarian Foundation has awarded Ethos Music Center funds toward their Music Lessons for Kids 
and Music Corps programs! With this grant, we share their commitment in offering children in need the 
opportunity to experience music with instruction, performances, and workshops.

Ethos Music Center was founded in 1998, originally located at the 
University of Portland. They now own their current location at N. 
Killingsworth and N. Williams, renovated to include a recital hall 
and 14 classrooms for individual and group instruction. The 
Foundation grant will offer scholarships for instruction and 
instrument rentals at their in-house Music Lessons for Kids 
program and support their Music Corps program. Music Corps 
provides after school music programs to more than 5,000 students 
at 16 low-income elementary and middle schools.

Ethos believes in building community through music. They are a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization employing nine full-time staff, 10 full-time AmeriCorps members, and 
52 part-time music instructors. www.ethos.org

Royal Rosarian Grant Recipient: Ethos Music Center

http://www.ethos.org
http://www.ethos.org
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Royal Rosarian Foundation Financials

Profit & Loss Statement FY 2019   
Donations

Total Unrestricted Donations $10,506 
Donations-Rose Garden Contest   $1,120
Traveling Float   $1,000
Washington County Field Trips   $6,000
Dedicated Field Trip Grants/Donations      $10,150

Total Donations                        $28,776 

Auction & Fundraising
    Total Auction Revenue           $140,768

Total Auction Expenses            $(50,959)
    Poinsettia Fundraiser (Net)     $2,817

Total Fundraising Income            $92,626

Expenses
Administrative Costs   $6,907
Reconciliation Discrepancies      $675
Traveling Float Expenses               $8,659
Rose Garden Contest      $760
Grand Floral Float $30,000
Grand Floral Bus & Flowers      $241
Queens’ Garden Party   $1,000
PRFF Auction Sponsorship   $1,500
Field Trip Grants             $33,710
Sister City Associations      $500
Community Transitional School   $7,000
PRFF Court Outreach   $5,000
Miscellaneous Grants   $6,900

Total Expense          $102,852

Investment Income Total   $2,721
Net Income              $21,271Thank you to all Rosarians who have signed up with 

Fred Meyers already to link the Royal Rosarian 
Foundation as your favorite nonprofit. The amount of 
money received at the end of each quarter as a 
donation from Fred Meyer to our Foundation has 
been growing over the past year, and for that we say 
THANK YOU!

Those of you who have not yet signed up, please log 
in and create an account online and search for the 
Royal Rosarian Foundation. If you don’t have a 
Rewards Card, you can get one at any register. You 
still will get your fuel points and rebates. There is no 
change to what you earn! Contact Duke Scott Stuhl 
with any questions at scottstuhl@mac.com.

Another way to make simple donations simply by 
s h o p p i n g i s t h r o u g h A m a z o n . V i s i t 
smile.amazon.com, log in and select the Royal 
Rosarian Foundation as the beneficiary. That’s all 
you have to do! Why not make the upcoming 
Holiday Shopping go further without costing you any 
more money by having Amazon make a donation to 
the RRF every time you buy something on Amazon.

Administrative Costs $7,100
(Tax Prep, Insurance, Office Supplies, Postage, 
Printing, Fees, Website, Miscellaneous)

Charitable Activities
     Traveling Float (Repairs, Decorations)   $10,000
     Queens’ Garden Party $1,000
     Grand Floral Float           $30,000
     Green Machine Décor    $500
     Rose Garden Contest $1,400
     Portland Rose Fest Found Auction    $500
     Portland Rose Fest Court Outreach $5,000
     Field Trips Program (PPS/DDouglas)     $30,000
     Field Trips Program (Wash. Co.) $5,000
     Christmas For Kids $2,500
     Community Transitional School $7,000
     Ethos Music Center $5,000
     ACMA (Magnet Academy)       $1,100
     BluePrint Ensemble (new)              $750
     Aspire Project (new)        $2,250
     Grants Not Budgeted        $2,500
Total         $111,600

mailto:scottstuhl@mac.com
mailto:scottstuhl@mac.com
http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
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Amazon Smiles
Barb Brennan
Ron Fisher
Gail Flesher
Cathy Gagnon
Garden Rose Consulting
Judith Ann Holmboe
Richard Jackson
Kaiser Community Giving 
Campaign

For more than a century, the Royal Rosarians have championed children's 
causes, the City of Portland, and the Portland Rose Festival. Help us keep 
our mission alive!

Please consider making a legacy gift to the Royal Rosarian Foundation. 
Through charitable giving, you may be able to make a much larger impact 
than you thought possible - one that will support the wonderful traditions 
and worthy charitable Royal Rosarian activities for generations to come.

We would be honored to assist you in accomplishing your personal and 
philanthropic goals as you join other generous Royal Rosarian benefactors 
who have donated significant gifts.

All legacy gifts become part of the Royal Rosarian Foundation Endowment 
Fund unless otherwise specified by the donor. Please pick up an 
enrollment card at the Foundation's display table at the Nov. 7 
membership meeting.  If you need financial advice about how your 
donation can make the biggest impact, contact Sir Knight Bruce Kent. He'll 
be happy to help you. The RRF Endowment Fund is managed by 
Peregrine Asset Advisors.

Kroger/Fred Meyer Rewards
John Linngren
Network For Good
Pacific Power Foundation
Royal Rosarian Council
Pat Salimena
Kelly Wiggins
James Wolleck
Your Cause

2019 Donors to the Royal Rosarian Foundation 
(since May 1) 

This does not include auction contributors or poinsettia purchases

I have chosen to leave a legacy gift of $100,000+ because I believe strongly in the foundation beliefs. My 
money will go toward the field trip program or if that is not around other children's activities that the 
foundation supports. I believe it is important to give back to the community that we serve and has supported 
us as Rosarians. Any amount will make a difference in a child’s life. Scott Stuhl

Endowment Program
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