By Rachel Burlington,

International Rose Test Garden Curator

If you're a rose lover, then
your garden tourism expe-
rience doesn’t get any bet-
ter than Portland, Oregon,
appropriately nicknamed
the “City of Roses.” Even
though Portland is most
famous for having two
world-class rose gardens
(Peninsula  Park Rose
Gardens and the Interna-
tional Rose Test Gardens),
there is much more which
makes the city a vibrant
community of rose lovers.
Besides growing robustly
in home plots and gardens’
citywide, roses are part of
the very fabric of the city;
seen on Portland police
cars, sewer covers, and on
innumerable tattooed hipsters.

Georgiana Burton Pittock, wife of newspaper editor
Henry Pittock, was a key figure in Portland's embrace
of roses. She shared her passion for to inspire people
to join and start Portland's first rose society in 1889.
Celebrations of the flowers, known as rose shows, first
began on Georgiana’s lawn at Pittock Mansion (now a
popular Portland museum). The Mansion is still open to
visitors today, towering over the city from an elevation of
1,000 feet — arguably with the best view of the city. Mt.
Rainer, Mt. Saint Helens, Mt. Adams and Mt. Hood are
all visible from the lockout on a clear day. Pittock Man-
sion and its gardens are open for public tours, giving an
intriguing, historical glimpse into the life and legacy of
the Pittock family.

Another essential event in Portland’s rose heritage was

the 1905 Lewis & Clark Expo. Portlanders embraced
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roses and rallied to plant
an astounding 50,000
‘Madame Caroline Testout’
roses along the parade
route and city streets —
spanning an eye-popping
20 miles in all. Eventu-
ally the Expo moved on,
but Portland’s rose fervor
did not, cementing Port-
land’s reputation as the
Rose City. (Fun fact: even
though Portland has been
widely known as the City
of Roses since 1901, it
wasn't until a 2003 City
Council resolution that
the title was officially ad-
opted.)

Portland continued its rose
embrace by starting the annual Rose Festival in 1909,
which remains widely popular! An extravagant fireworks
display heralds the festival's arrival each June. Over
a period of about two weeks, Portlanders and visitors
enjoy wildly popular events including the Starlight Pa-
rade, Grand Floral Parade, popular dragon boat races,
and a much-anticipated annual carnival, CityFair, held
on Portland’s waterfront, which features the crowning of
a Rose Queen.

International Rose Test Garden in

Portland’s Washington Park

The world-famous International Rose Test Garden stands
proudly in Portland’s Washington Park, just minutes from
downtown. The Garden is globally regarded as a leader in
growing new varieties of roses. And a lot of them —the
4 b-acre garden is home to more 10,000 roses and more
than 610 varieties. The Int'| Rose Test Garden (IRTG) is
owned and managed by the city’s parks bureau, Portland



Parks & Recreation, and considered one of the top free attrac-
tions in the entire Northwest. Admission is free to the more
than 700,000 visitors a year. The International Rose Test Gar-
den (IRTG) celebrated its centennial in 2017, and with a new
accessible path to assist visitors with mobility issues, a new
adjacent stop for the free (seasonal) Washington Park shuttle,
and unmatched public support, the garden is poised for an
amazing second century.

HISTORY

The IRTG was established in 1917 by a former rose society
president, Jessie A. Currey wheo convinced the City of Portland
to start the rose test garden with support from the American
Rose Society. The garden has flourished, grown, and gained
immense popularity with robust volunteer hours helping to
manage the grand flora.

Visitors will find roses arranged in masses of brilliant colors.
They are planted in rectangular beds, on incline banks, and
climbing roses are festooned atop various supports to add
depth and an appealing design and aesthetics.

Perhaps one of the IRTG’s most defining features are the large
arches, the most recognizable one serves as a gateway to the
garden and is easily one of the most popular backdrops for
photos taken by visitors from around the world.

The City of Portland is proud of the beauty, fragrance, and
overall appeal of its roses; but besides simply looking and
smelling nice, a primary function of the IRTG is to display
commercially available roses to an interested public. Every
year, Portland Parks & Recreation staff remove around 15-20
rose beds in order to plant new rose varieties as they are intro-
duced. Many of these new roses then become contenders for
unique IRTG awards. For example, the daylong event, “Port-
land’s Best Rose” takes place during the annual Rose Festival,
where rose experts and the public alike vote for their favorites.

THE GOLD MEDAL AWARD

The Gold medal award, overseen by the Portland Rose Society,
involves more rigorous testing, spanning over a 3-5 year pe-
riod. A committee of rose experts judges flowers on criteria in-
cluding numerical scores and group discussion. Each winner
is then welcomed as a permanent member of the IRTG’s fa-
mous Gold Medal garden. Past winners include rose varieties
known as ‘Chrysler Imperial’, ‘Playboy’, and ‘Sally Holmes'.
The Gold Medal collection serves as a living timeline which
shows how rose trends and breeding practices have evolved
since the early 1900s. Each rose is labeled with its winning
year. Int’l Rose Test Garden staff always encourage guests to
go to the Gold Medal Garden and take a picture with the rose
of their birth year. People love it!




If you find that your senses are too stimulated by the array of sights and smells, take
a respite in the Shakespeare Garden. The subdued plant palette and the shade of the
mighty pin oak trees offer a more calming garden experience for picnics, weddings,
or running lines with various theater groups. Plants that were mentioned in Shake-
speare's plays were part of the original garden design!

THE ROYAL ROSARIAN GARDEN

The Royal Rosarian garden pays homage to an organization that is unique to Port-
land. Royal Rosarians are goodwill ambassadors for the City of Portland, and are
easily recognized by their dress uniform of white suit, white gloves, and straw hat.
Members who are accepted into the Rosarians are “knighted” by the Queen of Rosar-
ia under their chosen variety of rose. They can be seen all over the Pacific Northwest
representing the City of Portland at festivals. Don't miss an opportunity to witness
one of their famous rose planting ceremonies, where the prime minister, royal gar-
dener, chaplain, and other rosarians team up with the president of the Portland Rose
Society to commemorate special occasions.

VISITING
The International Rose Test Garden offers several amenities to make a visit as smooth
as possible. There is a free Explore Washington Park shuttle which runs every 15
minutes during peak visitor seasons which takes people all around the park to other
stops such as the Oregon Zoo, Hoyt Arboretum, and other park attractions. Free daily
tours are offered from Memorial Day to Labor Day from volunteer Master Gardeners.
What a perfect way to learn more about the garden and rose growing!

There is a small gift shop on-site that offers a wide array of locally sourced and inter-
esting garden themed merchandise. Check out their interesting selection of garden-
ing socks and rose scented hygiene products. The organic deodorant is rose curator
approved! Although the dining options are limited to two small food carts by the
garden, a short walk downtown will expand your choices.

LADD’S ADDITION ROSE GARDENS

Ladd's Addition, a southeastern historic neighborhood, is home to another hidden
gem of a rose garden. Or rather, four rose gardens, owned and managed by Portland
Parks & Recreation. Blended into the rows homes stands a rose garden at the east,
west, north and south sections of the neighborhood to make up a roundabout. Be-
tween all the gardens, there are approximately 3,000 roses and 60 varieties. The
garden was designed in 1909 and implemented in 1910 by Portland Park’s Super-
intendent, Emanuel Mische.

Perhaps this is the perfect opportunity to embrace Portland'’s bike culture. Hop on a
bike rental from Biketown, Portland’s bicycle sharing service, and make a loop to all
the gardens. Stop into one of the local coffeeshops or nearby trendy restaurants for
a quick refreshment.

PENINSULA PARK ROSE GARDEN

By Hillary Maurer, Peninsula Park Rose Garden Horticulturist

Peninsula Park's rose garden is a hidden gem, but popular among locals for wed-
dings, relaxation, and reflection. It is the city’s first public rose garden, and among
the oldest and most beautiful rose gardens in the country. Visiting here can be a
magical experience for the senses — as one arrives, they can smell the 5,000 roses
bushes before laying eye on a single petal.



The City of Portland purchased the land where the garden now sits in 1909 for
$60,000. The seller was a businesswoman, Elizabeth Young, known as “Liverpool
Liz.” Young was the owner of a ‘notorious saloon,” according to her 1913 death
notice in The Oregonian. An astute entrepreneur and colorful character, she turned
the site of the Rose Garden (which was originally a gravel pit!) into a quarter-mile
racetrack. Emanuel Mische, an Olmsted-trained professional and the City's first
park superintendent, took advantage of the sunken grade resulting from the race-
track, and designed the rose garden as a formal French-style parterre, with a sym-
metrical layout radiating from a central pool and fountain.

In 2013, to honor the Garden's 100th anniversary, staff replanted the floor of the
garden with disease-resistant yet amazingly fragrant varieties of roses. The main
grass paths were lined with a rose named ‘Sweet Fragrance’ to appeal to everyone’s
sense of smell as well as the rose's beauty. Make your way down the ramp and you
will find the City’s official rose from 1917. Unbelievably ‘Madame Caroline Testout’
is still a disease free and beautiful pink rose, named after a French dressmaker.
Check out our original octagonal bandstand, which is a Portland Historical Land-
mark, and the last of its kind. It has several different roses planted around it in-
cluding, ‘Firefighter, 'Rosie the Riveter’ and ‘Lloyd Center Supreme.’ ‘Lloyd Center
Supreme’ is named after a Portland shopping mall where the Portland Rose Society
currently holds its rose shows.

Pick up some local refreshments and spend a morning lazing around on one of
our benches. Next rose garden on your agenda should be the Kenton Rose Garden
located in the triangle formed by N. Interstate Avenue, McClellan, and Interstate
Place, but the real reason your here is to check in on Paul Bunyan.

My favorite place to check out some original ‘Madame Caroline Testout’ is N. Shaver
and & Overlook Blvd. This triangle was originally a trolley turn-around. Quite a few
houses on N. Castle Ave have roses including a collection of miniatures. All these
stops are quick walks from the Max Yellow line, and have ample street parking.

Want some unusual adventures? Visit a MLS Thorns game and get a rose scarf, or
be entertained with the raucous crowd at a Rose City Rollers game. Portlanders
are book nerds! If you are too, arrange a visit in advance to the Multnomah Library
Rare book room. The collection of rose books includes Pierre Joseph Redoute’s Les
Roses and the American Rose Annual from 1916 to the present. While you're in
town play “Spot the Rose" with your companions. Who will find the most roses?

No matter how you like your roses, Portland will have you ‘Over the Moon’ and feel-
ing as ‘Good as Gold.” The passion for roses is engrained in the city’s culture as well
as the landscape. There is a saying here, “For you a rose in Portland grows,” and
you'll only discover it if you come see for yourself.
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